
John Charles Adamo
May 30, 1935 - December 23, 2019

John Charles Adamo, 84, a resident of Vacaville, passed away on December
23, 2019 at Vaca Valley Hospital in Vacaville after a long illness. 

 John was born on May 30, 1935, in Napa, California. He was the son of Albert
and Julia (Panuzzi) Adamo. He was raised in Napa and attended St. John’s
Catholic School and Napa High School, graduating with the Class of 1953. At
Napa High, he lettered in football, basketball and baseball. He received a
baseball scholarship to Santa Clara University, where he graduated in 1957
with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Philosophy. 

 John was married to his high school sweetheart Jean Desnoyer, in Napa on
August 11, 1956. They made their home in Santa Clara for John’s last year of
college, and their first child, Lynn Catherine, was born on May 28, 1957 in San
Jose. In 1958 they returned to their hometown of Napa, and John, Jean and
John’s sister Carol opened Adamo Music Center, which they ran successfully
for 10 years. Their second child, Christopher John, was born in Napa in 1960. 

 After closing the music store, John pursued a second career in teaching. His
first job was at St. Vincent High School in Petaluma, where he taught for two
years. In 1971, he moved to St. Patrick High School in Vallejo, where he had a
20-year career. In those years, he taught English, Religion, Philosophy and
Psychology. He was also the Director of Guidance, and Yearbook Advisor. He
served as vice principal for a time. 

 He received a Masters degree in Psychology from Kensington University in
1993. 



In 1981, John and Jean moved to Vacaville, where they embarked on an
adventure growing jojoba. On their 5-acre parcel, they planted 3 acres of
jojoba plants, with the desire to create a business selling jojoba oil and
products containing jojoba. Through trials and tribulations of having an
agricultural business, they succeeded in creating a mail-order business selling
products that has kept them busy till this day. 

 John is preceded in death by his parents and his brother Frank Adamo. 
 John is survived by his wife of 63 years, Jean, his daughter Lynn Adamo and

her husband Bob Faber of Bend, Oregon, son Chris Adamo and his wife
Maureen Adamo of Medway, Massachusetts, grandsons Mark Adamo of
Lebanon, New Hampshire, Peter Adamo of Medway, a twin sister Carol
Adamo Johnson and her husband Delano Johnson of Napa, and nieces and
nephews: Jolie Johnson Hutchens of North Liberty, Iowa, Hollie Johnson
Schmidt of Napa, Greg Johnson of Napa, Len Adamo of Discovery Bay Calif.,
and Michael Adamo of Baldwin Park, Calif. 

 Funeral service will be held on January 23, 2020, 11:00 am at Tulocay
Chapel, 411 Coombsville Rd, Napa. Reception immediately follows at Tulocay
Reception Center, and interment at Tulocay Cemetery at 1:00 pm. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations to EWTN in John’s name would be appreciated. 
EWTN, Global Catholic Network, www.ewtn.com, 5817 Old Leeds Road,
Irondale, AL 35210.



Cemetery Details

Tulocay Cemetery

411 Coombsville Rd
Napa, CA 94558

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JAN 23. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (PT)

Tulocay Cemetery
411 Coombsville Rd
Napa, CA 94558
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Scott Hyland - January 15, 2020 at 04:08 AM

Mr. Adamo was my favorite teacher at St. Pat’s HS when I attended
there in ‘71-‘72. He was a truly good and decent man who treated
and interacted with his students as adults. God bless his memory
and prayers up for his family.

Michael D Boot - January 12, 2020 at 02:13 PM

Mr. Adamo was one of those teachers who could put students at
ease with his manner, sense of humor, and patience. I appreciated
him, too, for being able to teach in high school - something with
which I could never be comfortable. May he rest in peace. 

  
Michael Boot, St. Patrick's, Class of '74.

Don - January 11, 2020 at 02:24 PM

Mr Adamo was a gracious man and great teacher. He was one of
my favorite teachers. I saw him a few times after graduation and he
was always welcoming & friendly. Don Foley SP Class of 72. RIP Mr
Adamo.
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Matt Dion - January 11, 2020 at 12:18 PM

A good man and a great teacher. Sorry for your loss. Matt Dion, St.
Pat’s class of 80

Hector Fulgencio - January 11, 2020 at 10:37 AM

Have warm memories of the fun, laughter, and excellent learning
from his classes! I mimicked his style in my teaching with the
University of Phoenix! Hector Fulgencio,St Patrick class of 1974.

chas. & mike braendlein - January 10, 2020 at 12:43 AM

Mr. Adamo was a great teacher counselor a fine gentleman he was
the only one who called me Chas. chas & mike braendlein class of
sp81

Herb Burquez - January 09, 2020 at 08:13 PM

John was an outstanding baseball pitcher. I remember batting
against his fastballs!! Needless to say, I struck out every time I got
up to bat. Condolences to his family.

paul troutner - January 09, 2020 at 02:07 PM

Mr Adamo was one of my favorite teachers Paul Troutner Class of
'75


