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Frances Joan Di Rienzo died June 19, 2014.
Born Frances Joan Grosso on Oct. 4, 1924, in Woodbury, Pennsylvania, to Rocco and
Concetta Grosso, she was the fourth child in a family of five. Raised in Gibbstown, New
Jersey, in a large Italian/Sicilian community, she knew the importance of family at an early
age. She graduated from Paulsboro High
School in 1942, and still kept in touch with her classmates over the years. She attended
nursing school in New York City, and while in training at Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital, she
met her husband-to-be, Dr. George Di Rienzo, who was in residence at the same hospital.
They ended up in Japan during George’s military assignment during the Korean War and
that is where her first two children were born. Returning to the states, they settled in
California and finally in the Napa Valley in 1953. By 1956, all five children were born and
home became a large and wonderful house on Garfield Lane.
Frances lost her beloved George in 1958 and began her solo journey of raising her
children. She put her nose to the grindstone and forged ahead with the task of raising
children and providing for them. In the 1970s, Frances decided that a college degree
would be beneficial, even though she had her nursing credentials already.
While working at the Queen of the Valley, she began attending the College of Holy Names
in Oakland and then on to Sonoma State University. She successfully finished her BA in
nursing at Sonoma, shortly before her youngest child was out of high school. With the kids
now raised, Frances set out on the second part of her life journey, travelling and working
around the world. She took a position in Saudi Arabia, which allowed her to travel to all the
places that she had only read about. After 11 more years of work and following her
dreams of travel, Frances retired and came back to the Napa Valley. She missed traveling,
but settled down anyway, first in Napa, and then in St. Helena. In 2007, she lost her son
Thomas, and from that point on, she spent every day of the next seven years with one or
more of her children, who took care of her until her death.
She is survived by her children, George Di Rienzo, Robert Di Rienzo, Janeen Di Rienzo
and James; and daughter-in-laws, Geri Di Rienzo, Ramona Maassen and Julia Di Rienzo.

She is also survived by her grandchildren, Frank, Connie, Darrell, Jeffery and Jason;
great-granddaughter Leah; and great-grandsons Brayden and Timmy; her sister,
Josephine Dreelin; and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her husband, George; her son, Thomas; her mother and father,
Rocco and Concetta; her brother, Phillip; and sisters Sally and Angie.
The family wishes to thank Frances’ daughter, Janeen, for the wonderful care she gave to
her mother in the last year and a half of her life.
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to: Whiskers, Tails and Ferals, 1370 Trancas St.
# 206, Napa, CA 94558, 707-258-2287, wtandf@aol.com; or Napa Valley Hospice, 414
South Jefferson St., Napa, CA 94559, 707-258-9084.

Comments

“

Dear Janeen, I was so sad when I heard of your dear mother's death.May she enjoy
the peace and joy of Heaven with your Dad and Tom.She was a wonderful friend to
me over many years when all of you "kids" were full of bounce and endless energyy
and the drums and musical instruments could be heard from your home all around
the neighbourhood! During one of my visits when a loud music practice was iin full
swing Fran said, " Sister, do you think they will eventually grow up in spite of
themselves?"She was so understanding of her teenage crew!
I want to extend my sympathy to you and each of the boys. Bob and James may
remember me.
Sister Philomena told me of your Mom's death so I was able to access her beautiful
obituary on the Napa register.I t was so nice to read of your care of her, Janeen.
Know that you are all in my thoughts and prayers.
May God be your strength at this time of loss.
Sister Mary Corcoran ( formerly "Liguori")

Mary Corcoran - July 01, 2014 at 02:38 PM

“

To the familyMay GOD bless your mother as she will always be in your hearts.
Sincerely,
The Owyeong Families

Mel Owyeong - June 29, 2014 at 10:42 AM

“

Janeen,
Sorry to hear about your mother. She had a hard but good life. I remember visiting
her in the hospital when we were in high school.
God Bless
Valerie Hill (Cameron)

Valerie Hill - June 24, 2014 at 02:34 PM

