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Dorothy Gail Beadleston
1938-2014
Dorothy Gail Beadleston, known lovingly as Gail, Grandma Gail and Auntie Gail, passed
peacefully in the comforts of her home on June 10, 2014, following a courageous battle
with kidney cancer. She was surrounded by the love and presence of her husband, Ken,
and close family. Gail was a beautiful, loving, devoted wife, mom, grandmother and greatgrandmother and genuine friend to all who knew her.
Gail was born in Petaluma, California, on July, 25, 1938, with her twin brother, Gary Smith.
She had many fond memories of her growing up years in the Petaluma and surrounding
North Bay Area. She and her husband, Ken, built a home together in Fairfax before
moving to Napa in 1966 to raise their three children, Mark, Kelly and Kim, in their family
home of 48 years. Gail was the most gracious host to her family and friends, while
creating a lifetime of memories to cherish forever for all who knew her.
When Gail completed Petaluma High in 1956, she and a close girl friend moved to San
Francisco, where she attended Comptometer School and secured a job at Standard Oil.
During this time, she met Ken Beadleston, the love of her life of 55 years, a California
Highway Patrolman. They later married Oct. 12, 1958. The beautiful life that followed
included Ken’s three young children, Kenny, Kristine and Mike, from a previous marriage.
After raising their children as a devoted mom, Gail went back to work for several years as
an office manager for the late, Carl VanPatten, DDS.
Ken and Gail enjoyed many fun years with a large social network of friendships made
through the CHP family, neighborhood gatherings and Napa Valley Community.
Gail in her earlier years, belonged to Rainbow Girls, craft and Bunco groups and spent
many years volunteering at Pueblo Vista library, where her children attended school. Gail’s
hobbies included cooking, homemaking, gardening, family times together, camping and
socializing with her many girlfriends from childhood through her adult years, while
deepening lasting friendships through out her life. Gail and Ken enjoyed traveling and
many short trips and getaways together.
Gail will be deeply missed and remembered as a beautiful soul and caring lady of grace,

compassion, honesty and love for all the lives she touched.
Gail is survived by her husband, Ken; children Mike McCoy (Judy), Mark Beadleston
(Cindy), Kelly Beadleston, and Kim Moore (Joe); 14 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren
(two on the way); twin brother Gary Smith (Jean); and many extended family members.
Gail was predeceased by James Smith (father), Dorothy Dray (mother), Dalton Dray (stepfather), Kenny McCoy (step-son), Kristine Whitehouse (step-daughter), Shawn McCoy
(grandson).
Memorial services will be held at Claffey and Rota Funeral Home on Monday, June 16, at
11 a.m. A family burial to follow at a later day in Davis, California.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Hospice Napa Valley and Adult Day Services
and American Cancer Society in Gail’s honor.
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Memorial Service 11:00AM - 12:00PM
Claffey & Rota Funeral Home
1975 Main Street, Napa, CA, US, 94559

Comments

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Roxanne Karkut Prager - June 19, 2014 at 05:16 PM

“

My heart is heavy after learning of Gail's passing. What a beautiful person she was
both inside and out. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. . . Anna Suesens

Anna Suesens - June 17, 2014 at 09:08 PM

“

I will always remember Gail for helping me make my first prom dress. It was satin
blue and the bows were not easy to make. She was so creative in helping me make
them. They looked beautiful on my dress. With deepest sympathy on your loss.
Diane Karkut McKay and family

Diane McKay - June 16, 2014 at 12:51 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Betty and Braden Monson - June 13, 2014 at 10:04 PM

“

My husband and I met Gail and Ken at an annual Chinese New Year celebration
many years ago. We were introduced as friends of her brother, Gary and his wife,
Jean but Gail's welcoming style made us feel that we'd known her forever. We were
quickly counted as her friends too and have remained so ever since. That was typical
Gail.
She was open hearted, kind, quick to smile, easy to talk with and she had a quirky
sense of humor. She will be sorely missed, remembered with fondness
and never forgotten.
Betty and Braden Monson
Maple Valley, Washington

Betty and Braden Monson - June 13, 2014 at 09:59 PM

“

Ken,I am so sorry to hear about your loss. Gail was a class lady & I am sure she will
be missed by all who knew her. Gene McCall

Gene McCall - June 13, 2014 at 08:27 PM

